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Report to the Congregation 
On the 7th International 


Conference in Los Angeles 


ORE THAN 25 Sha’ar Zahavniks were among the 200- 
ba plus who attended the Seventh International Con- 

ference of Gay and Lesbian Jews in Los Angeles 
over the Fourth of July weekend. It was a time to study and 
teach, to sing and pray and dance together, to renew old 
friendships and make new ones. 

Our prorities and agendas sometimes differed, but we 
were united in our determination to make it a little easier to 
live in the world as a gay or lesbian Jew. 

Wandering through the hotel during the Conference, 
these are are some of the things you would have seen: 

a lesbian couple leading a workshop on the joys and prob- 
lems of parenting, while a gay man bounces his infant 
daughter on his lap; 

a young man from the small town in Ohio relates his pain- 
ful sense of isolation from other gay and lesbian Jews—and 
is immediately voted into honorary membership in Am Tik- 
va, Boston (a real mitzvah!): 

all 200 of us rise and form a circle to sing Oseh Shalom, 
and then notice that one of our number is handicapped and 
cannot stand. The circle breaks, a man and a woman each 
take one of his hands in theirs so that he completes the circle 
—and then we begin to sing. 

a traditional Conservative Sabbath morning service sung 
and chanted wonderfully, passionately and perfectly by a 
woman who has only recently chosen Judaism. 

After a full day of work by the delegates, the Conference 
officially opened with an Erev Shabbat service at Los Angel- 
es’ Temple Beth Chayim Chadashim. The Temple was as 
full of spirit and celebration as it was of people. Rabbinic in- 
tern Margaret Holub led the services, joined by BCC’s tal- 
ented cantors who sang not only the traditional responses, 
but also Sephardic songs and a Holly Near piece which was 
interpreted for the hearing impaired by a member of the 
congregation. It’s hard to say which was more moving: the 
songs that filled the sanctuary, or Rabbi Holub’s brief ser- 
mon on gentleness and caring. Both brought home to us all 
the meaning and ruach of a very special Shabbat. 

With services over, the room was cleared and the Oneg 
Shabbat and the dancing began. Cakes and punch, horas 
and other Israeli folk dances were enjoyed and we ate, 
danced and sang until we could barely make it back to the 
hotel. 

Saturday morning there was a choice of a traditional ser- 
vice or a Chasidic dance service. Both had more people than 
the rooms could hold. Later we swam and took in the sun. 


During Saturday lunch, Rabbi Bennett led the Kiddush and 
Motzi, and spoke about the conference with great good hu- 
mor. 

Saturday afternoon the serious study and workshops be- 
gan: Parenting; political activism; degenderizing the liturgy 
without losing the poetry and meaning; networking; help- 
ing men and women work together; welcoming newcomers 
to Judaism; debating, teaching, exchanging ideas and ma- 
terials. Four hours of hard work—and worth every minute 
of it! 

After Saturday night dinner, more socializing and a dip in 
the pool. The Gay Men’s Chorus sang and then invited 
everyone to join in singing Hatikvah. Later, many of us 
heard the cantors sing Sephardic songs, Israeli songs, and 
even songs they had written themselves. This was a very 
special night. 

On Sunday morning there was a presentation on the 
plight of the Ethiopian Jews conducted by Bruce Katz and 
Dr. Howard Lenhoff, president of the American Associa- 
tion for Ethiopian Jews. Other congregations were enthu- 
siastic about the success of our Chai Campaign, and were 
eager to start their own. So the $3,500 we raised will in- 
crease several-fold! 

On Monday, there was the only moment of tension and 
anger. It was over the issue of whether the World Congress 
of Gay and Lesbian Jews should allow or encourage mem- 
bership by single-sex organizations. 

Those against admitting men-only or women-only organ- 
izations to membership in the Congress feared the divisive- 
ness their presence might create. Those in favor of admitting 
the groups felt that there were times and situations when 
single sex groups were appropriate and necessary. After 
much debate and heated discussion, the resolutions on this 
issue were withdrawn, to be considered again next year. 

Other resolutions were passed in favor of Israel, world 
peace, the Falashas and nuclear disarmament. Greetings 
were sent to those chapters in Europe, Canada and Israel 
who could not be with us. Special greetings were sent to 
Sjlomo, the new group in Amsterdam. 

We had an election of new officers. Our own Aaron 
Cooper was elected Coordinating Secretary (the top official 
of the World Congress). Mazel tov, Aaron! 

It was a remarkable four days, a time when gay men and 
lesbians from the larger cities could come together to sup- 
port gay and lesbian Jews from Roanoke, Appletown, 
Cheyenne, Vancouver, Saskatoon and even that small town 
in Ohio. Am Tikvah’s gesture of warmth and affection 
made the Conference even more worthwhile than we all had 
expected. —Laurie Radovsky and Mike Rankin 
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Help Wanted! 


HERYL ORVIS mentioned in her column last month the 
C¢ hope that members would become involved in the 
activities of Sha’ar Zahav. The committees, listed 
below (with the names of the people to call) need your help. 
Joining one (or more) of them will not only enable us to 
function better as a Congregation, but will allow you to 
share an enriching experience with other Sha’ar Zahavniks. 
1. Membership: Encourages people to join the Congrega- 
tion; welcomes them at Shabbat and Yom Tov services; 
helps make newcomers feel welcome. Alita Rosenfeld/472- 
1309, Richard Look/826-8996. 
2. Social Action: Works on issues of social justice such as 
nuclear disarmament, Falashas, Russian Jews, Holocaust is- 
sues. Bruce Katz/929-8479. 
3. Social Programs: Plans get-togethers, picnics, theater, 
ballgames, parties. Ron Lezell/621-3930. 
4. Avodath Hakodesh: Works on liturgy, music, making 
our worship services’‘more beautiful and meaningful. Three 
subcommittees are the ritual committee, the music chug and 
the house committee. Garry Koenigsberg/635-6249. 
5. Bikur Cholim: Outreach to members and others who are 
ill, in trouble, lonely and isolated. Betty Kalis/821-6780. 
6. Women’s Havurah: Provides a forum for socializing and 
discussion of issues pertaining to the women of the Congre- 
gation. Nancy Meyer/282-8360. 
7. Public Relations: Getting the message to the press that we 
exist and are doing exciting things in our Congregation. 
Mark Feldman/648-5556. 
8. Building: Working on obtaining “A Home of Our Own.” 
Mark Feldman/648-5556. 
9. Finance: Helps develop financial resources for the Syna- 
gogue. Jerry Rosenstein/921-0581. 
10. Education: Develops classes, tutorials, etc., in all as- 
pects of Jewish tradition and life. Steven Fritsch-Rudser/ 
863-1998. 
11. Newsletter: Puts out the Forward each month. Chuck 
Norton/431-9721; Larry Chandler/621-6764. a 


Outreach Service 


Services are held in Sacramento on the second Friday of 
each month at 8 p.m. in the chapel of B'nai Israel, 3600 Riv- 
erside Drive. Members and friends in the Sacramento area 
are encouraged to attend the August 13 service, and to be- 
come involved in other Sha’ar Zahav activities as well. For 
further information, contact Stephen Klein at (916) 673- 
TODS. 


The Jewish Gaily Forward is published 12 times annually 
by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, P.O. Box 5640, San Francis- 
co, California 94101, (415) 621-2871. Permission to repro- 
duce non-copyrighted material is freely given; credit would 
be appreciated. 

Members of the Newsletter Committee are Charles Nor- 
ton (chair), Larry Chandler (editor), Glenn Friedman, Ira 
Kulkin and Catherine Nelson. 


The display advertising rate is $10 per column inch, pre- 
paid, with a frequency discount of 10% for six or more inser- 
tions. The advertising deadline is the 15th of the month. Ads 
should be camera ready. Any advertising that requires type- 
setting, camera and/or artwork is subject to a one-time pro- 
duction charge. Advertising copy may be sent to Glenn 

Friedman, 75 Alviso St., San Francisco 94127. For more in- 
formation on advertising, call Glenn Friedman, 239-1468 or 

Larry Chandler, 621-6764. 


A HOME OF OUR OWN! 


URING the last week of June, several members of the 
D Congregation attended a meeting with officials of 

the Redevelopment Agency, the city agency which is 
responsible for the Bush Street Temple. The RDA agreed to 
accelerate the negotiating process, making us all feel more 
optimistic about getting this building, despite whatever dif- 
ficulties still remain. 

Though the Va‘ad has agreed to keep all options open 
with regard to any other promising site, the Bush Street 
Temple is still the outstanding favorite of the members of 
Sha’‘ar Zahav. 

In July, the Congregation submitted a funding request for 
Community Development funds that the city will receive 
this year. The money, if received, and if negotiations for the 
building continue to be favorable, will be used to make a va- 
riety of physical improvements to the Bush Street building. 
The amount of available money has dramatically shrunk 
this year and many more groups are asking for funds. It will 
be several months before we know the status of our request. 

We offer thanks to Allan Lubliner, Kurt Stutzman, Aaron 
Cooper, Ken Burke, Paul Cohen, Keith Fenton and others 
for their support and cooperation in completing the applica- 
tion. 

Several of the Building Campaign committees are now 
beginning to function, with the rest to be activated soon. 
Now is the time to become involved in the planning work of 
the committees as our campaign shifts further into high 
gear. To bea part of the effort to give us a home of our own, 
call Mark Feldman, 648-5556. —Mark Feldman 


Join Us for Dinner 
August 27 


After the success of the.first Shabbat dinner on July 23, 
the Congregation will have a second dinner, this one on Fri- 
day, August 27. It will precede services at 6 p.m. at the Jew- 
ish Community Center. The meal, costing $3.50, will be ca- 
tered by The Kosher Nutrition Project. 

Sharing Shabbat dinner is another way for all of us at 
Sha’ar Zahav to be family. If you would like to attend, 
please return the reservation form by August 20 to Congre- 
gation Sha’ar Zahav, P.O. Box 5640, San Francisco 94101. 


PLEASE RETURN THIS RESERVATION 
FORM NO LATER THAN AUGUST 20. 


To: Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 
P.O. Box 5640 
San Francisco, 94101 


I would like reservations for the August 27 
dinner, and have enclosed $ 

Name 

Address 


City/State/Zip 


Day Phone ime 


— Eve Phone 


Next Va’ad Meeting 


The next meeting of the Va‘ad will be held on Sunday, 
August 8 at B’nai Emunah, 3595 Taraval in San Francisco. 
Va’ad meetings will now always be the second Sunday of the 
month. 


From Where I Stand 


‘YY RECENT involvement in two conventions has 
Ni brought home the realization that, in the words of 
the character in the comic strip, “ We have met the 
enemy and he is us.” Perhaps it is a sign of the times, but I 
found countless numbers of people depressed about more 
things at these conventions than I have ever found in the 
past. Most obvious at the rabbinical convention was the 
feeling that some of my colleagues had that the “leaders” of 
our movement were becoming apologists for their predeces- 
sors’ tendencies toward reform, attempting to mollify our 
more conservative rabbinical colleagues in an attempt to 
gain greater acceptance. 

The same was true in Los Angeles, except that I didn’t 
hear it from the “leaders.” Something I heard more than 
once was that acceptance in local communities was so hard 
to win from the Jewish establishment, that efforts had 
proved successful on some fronts, but that the efforts ex- 
pended in the attempt to gain acceptance were so draining 
that the gains were of little joy. 

My take on this mood is that those who have tried to con- 
vince us of their moral, ethical, intellectual, or general hu- 
man superiority have made some headway. Things are 
shaky enough for many people that they have actually be- 
gun to blame themselves for things over which they have 
had no control, things like the economy, unemployment, 
and so on. And those who would deprive us of our basic 
freedoms take these ills as a sign of their own righteous holi- 
er-than-thou attitude’s rectitude. Perhaps they don't realize 
how ludicrous they are. Our tradition teaches us that pover- 
ty is nothing to be pleased about. But if it is the state in 
which we find ourselves, it is not a sign of God's disfavor, 
not a mark of divine displeasure. It is what it is, and we are 
bidden to deal with it accordingly. 

So it is with all of life. Judaism teaches us that there will be 
ups and downs all throughout one’s life, and that we can do 
something about them to change things for the better. With 
that thought in mind, we can face our society knowing that 
we are not in this world to please them, but to live out our 
lives with heads held high, proud that we have consciences 
to which we listen, Torah to guide us, and love to show us 
the way. Armed with just these, we can and shall live and be 
free. —Rabbi Allen B. Bennett 


NOW OPEN IN SAN FRANCISCO 
Dr. Mark G. Drusin 


Dedicate a Machsor 


HIS ROSH HASHONAH, Sha’ar Zahav will have a new 
i machsor, the prayerbook for the High Holidays. The 
translations and prayers in English are all original, 
written by us for our own use. Compared to the High Holi- 
day prayerbook we have used in the past, which was almost 
entirely cut and pasted from other sources, our new mach- 
sor will be closer to the traditional order of prayers, though 
it will place greater emphasis on prayer in English and will 
direct itself to the particular needs of our Congregation. 

The new machsor is something we can all take pride in. 
The job of translating and composing an entire prayerbook 
has been enormous, and few congregations of any type un- 
dertake so ambitious a project. It is Sha’ar Zahav’s particu- 
lar combination of creativity, respect for tradition, and per- 
sonal approach to our religion (not to mention our chutz- 
pah) that has made the project possible. 

It’s time now for you to help. The machsor committee has 
done an incredible job of writing and editing, but their work 
—our work—must now be put on paper: 1,000 copies 
worth! The cost is going to be enormous. (Even if we were 
retaining the old machsors, we have far too few of them, 
and would need to spend quite a bit to make more copies. ) 

You can dedicate a copy of the new machsor—in honor of 
a parent or relative, a friend ora lover, or someone you wish 
to be remembered—for $20. The dedication will be placed 
on the bookplate of the machsor. If everyone in the Congre- 
gation would dedicate just one copy, the machsor’s cost 
would be covered. We hope that some members will choose 
to dedicate a group of machsors, for a negotiated donation. 

Please see Rabbi Bennett or any member of the Ritual 
Committee for further information. —Garry Koenigsberg 


Destruction in Middle East 
Prompts Aid to Lebanon 


The Israeli government has set up a cabinet-level agency 
to help provide basic food, clothing and medical help to the 
Lebanese ravaged by the current war. This is primarily a hu- 
manitarian effort which the Jewish state has mounted. Like 
all humanitarian acts, it also has deep implications for the 
future of peace. 

The American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) is co- 
ordinating relief efforts in the United States to provide 
emergency funds to the Israeli government for the purpose 
of this Lebanese relief effort. 


The Jewish Community Federation will quickly relay 
your contributions to Israel through the JOC. Make your 
checks payable to the Jewish Community Federation (mark- 
ed Lebanese Relief), and send them to the Jewish Commun- 
ity Federation, 254 Sutter Street, San Francisco 94108. | 


Podiatrist—Foot Specialist 


200 Van Ness Ave., Suite 206 


San Francisco, CA 94109 (415) 775-1666 


Our Shabbat flowers courtesy of 


Trip to Russian River 
Planned for Seniors 


The Pride Foundation is sponsoring a trip to Tomales 
Bay—Russian River on Thursday, August 26. A bus will be 
leaving the Central YMCA at 8:30 a.m. The cost is $12. Res- 
ervations and payment must be made by August 14. For in- 
formation on reservations, please call 863-9000. 


act Building Fund Donation 
FLOWERS 


URBAN COUNTRY 


JOE URBAN / 468 CASTRO ST. / SAN FRANCISCO 94114 / 431-1283 


- A donation to our Building Fund has been made by Ted 
Ruskin, helping to bring us even closer to our goal of “A 
Home of Our Own.” 


Choosing Judaism 


HA‘AR ZAHAV is excited to announce a new program 
Ss for individuals interested in becoming Jewish. The 

class, which will begin on Tuesday, September 7, will 
be in three parts and will rotate weekly. 

Rabbi Bennett will offer lectures and discussions on basic 
Judaism, including history, theology, life cycle events and 
the Jewish calendar. A section on Jewish living will be taught 
by Steven Fritsch Rudser. This will be a practical approach 
to Jewish observances such as celebrating Shabbat in the 
home, holiday observances and how to participate fully in 
the Jewish worship service. Cathy Nelson will facilitate a 
support group in which participants will be able to share the 
joys and frustrations they discover as they embrace Juda- 
ism. 

Each member of the class may be matched with a congre- 
gation member to share occasional Shabbat and holiday ob- 
servances. The class will meet Tuesday nights from 7:30 to 
9:30. Fee for the class will be $5 for synagogue members and 
$7.50 for non-members. There will also be a minimal fee for 
materials. 

The class is also open to individuals who were born Jew- 
ish and who are interested in expanding their knowledge of 
Judaism. For further information, call the synagogue office 
during business hours at 621-2871. 


Anti-Nuclear Film 
Brings Large Turnout 


The showing of The Last Epidemic, a film about the con- 
sequences of a nuclear holocaust in San Francisco, brought 
out a large group of people from the Bay Area to see the film 
and participate in a discussion led by Josh Baron of Ground 
Zero. The event took place June 22 at New College and was 
co-sponsored by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav and New Col- 
lege. The Social Action Committee hopes to repeat the 
event sometime this fall for those who were unable to at- 
tend. The film is a must-see for anyone interested in the 
growing peril of nuclear war. For further information, con- 
tact Bruce Katz, 929-8479. 


Kafka-Prague Continues 


In conjunction with the Kafka-Prague exhibit at the Mag- 
nes Museum, the following programs are presented in Aug- 
ust: 

Sunday, August 8, 11 a.m., Rebecca Camhi Fromer will 
be giving a lecture on the study of Kafka by Elias Canetti 
called Kafka's Other Trial. 

Sunday, August 22, 2 p.m., Murray Baumgarten will ex- 
plore Kafka’s attitude towards Yiddish language, literature 
and culture. 

These events take place at the Magnes Museum, 2911 Rus- 
sell Street in Berkeley. Admission is $3 ($2 museum mem- 
bers and seniors). For further information, call 849-2710. 


APARTMENT WANTED 


1 or 2 bedroom apartment or small flat wanted 
in any desirable San Francisco neighborhood. 

e Garage necessary 

e Will pay up to $500 

e Am employed, solvent, with excellent references 

Jack Mann 

707-538-1054 
707-538-7171 


High Holiday 
Services Participation 


The congregation would like to provide an oppo 
for all members of the congregation to participate in Hig 
Holiday services. We will be assigning both readings (in 
English and Hebrew) and ceremonial functions at the vari- 
ous services. Only those members who return this form to 
our post office box can be assured an opportunity to partici- 
pate. 

Please return by mail to Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 
P.O. Box 5640, San Francisco, CA 94101. 


Name of Member 


Telephone(s) 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

I would like to participate at: 

Rosh Hashonah evening [J] morning 
Yom Kippur evening (J morning 


Any service 
I can read Hebrew well 


Sale of House May 


Benefit Congregation 


A three-flat Victorian built in 1875 is being offered for 
sale with the possibility that part of the realtor’s commission 
would be donated to Sha’ar Zahav for the building fund. 
The house, at Laguna and Bush, is being offered for 
$330,000. The terms require that the buyer not use a realto 
and that the commission (in this case 3% ) normally reserved 
for the buyer's agent, go to the Congregation. 

If you would like more details, including a complete de- 
scription of this remarkable property, contact the syna- 
gogue office, 621-2871. a 


August 7 Flea Market 


The Metropolitan Community Church is sponsoring a 
flea market all day Saturday, August 7. MCC has invited 
various religious groups, including Sha’ar Zahav, to partici- 
pate in this event by bringing used goods to sell. There is no 
cost to us, and everything we sell will benefit the Congrega- 
tion. 

If you have any goods that you're willing to donate to 
Sha’ar Zahav for the sale, please contact the synagogue of- 
fice. We'll help you arrange for getting rid of your unwanted 
things. 

We also would like to encourage you to help us sell all 
those marketable fleas. If you can donate your time, please 
contact the synagogue office. 

The flea market will be held in the parking lot just south 
of the Castro Theater between Market and 18th Streets. The 


sale begins at 8 a.m. and continues until 5 p.m. or until 
everything is sold. i 


DC Raises $2,000 in Auction 


Our sibling Congregation in Washington, D.C., Bet 
Mishpachah, raised over $2,000 for its housing fund by 
holding an auction of antiques and other valuable goods 
and services donated by members and commercial estab- 
lishments. More than 75 people attended. 
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Copy Deadline 
For Forward 
Why not join 
us tomorrow? 
621-6764 


Va'ad Meeting 
621-2871 


Newsletter 
Advertising 
Deadline 
621-6764 


i) 


1st Zionist 29 


Congress. 
Basle, 
Switzerland 
(1897) 


’ 


Ritual Calendar 


Friday, Torah: Ekev. Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 
August 6 Haftorah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3 
17 Av Laurie Radovsky, Leslie Bergson, 
Peace Sabbath 
Friday, Torah: Re’eh. Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 
August 13. Haftorah: Isaiah 54:11-55:5 
24 Av Social Action Committee, Services 
Friday, Torah: Shoftim. Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9 
August 20 —_ Haftorah: Isaiah 51:12-52:12 
1 Elul Allen B. Bennett and Garry Koenigsberg, 
Services; 
Friday, Torah: Ki-Tetze. Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19 
August 27. _—_ Haftorah: Isaiah 54:1-10 
8 Elul Allen B. Bennett, Services 


Everyone is welcome to join us for Shabbat services Fridays 
at 8:15 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center, 3200 Califor- 
nia Street (at Presidio), San Francisco. 


Forward potluck | Night of the 1 ? Services in 1 z 


Social Action 
Committee 
929-8479 
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Rashi died 


oP) 


Elul is the month of preparation 
for Rosh ha-Shananh. It is a 
custom to blow four sounds on 
the shofar every morning during 
Elul because, according to 
Rambam, the shofar proclaims: 
Awaken you sleepers from your 
sleep. .. search your actions 
and return. . 
the letters that make up 2IIN 
stand for 25 77171 27199 DK 

/ am my beloved'’s and my 
beloved is mine. This reminds us of God's love for us as we 
approach the time when we ask for forgiveness. 


Ritual Committee 
Meeting 
635-6249 


TD 


Flea Market 
621-2871 


rt? 


Murdered Sacramento 
Poets (1952) (see article) 
Social Program 

Committee 

621-3930 


Congregational 
Rosh Hodesh | 5,74, 


Elul Reservation 
Deadline 


>) x 
26 


27 


Congregational 
Dinner 
621-2871 


. Some say that 


Shabbat of Solidarity 
For Soviet Jews 


On Friday, August 13, the Social Action Committee will 
conduct Shabbat services with the theme of Solidarity with 
the Jews in the Soviet Union. A representative from the Bay 
Area Council on Soviet Jewry will pe there to show a film 
presentation after services. 


Oneg Sponsors 


The following people have sponsored the Oneg Shabbat 

for the past two months: 

June 18: Mark Feldman 

June 25: Scott Chase and Joshua Friedman 

July 9: Arthur Hurwith in memory of his father, Samuel 
Hurwith 

July 16: Alan Schrager for the enjoyment of the Congre- 
gation 

July 23: The Women’s Havurah in honor of Nancy 
Meyer's Bat Mitzvah and 35th birthday 

July 30: Mike Rankin 


News From The Committees 


Planning Committee 
To Set Five-Year Goals 


The Long Range Planning Committee is busy at work to- 
wards its goal of creating a Five-Year Plan for the Congre- 
gation. Such a plan will give us direction and help us to pre- 
pare for the growth and activity that we will be experiencing 
over the next few years. The first phase of our work is the 
data gathering, vital to setting objectives. For this data we 
will be turning to all members of the congregation to help us 
pinpoint more specifically who the membership is and what 
goals it has for itself. The committee is presently at work on 
a questionnaire to use in gathering this data. We will keep 
you updated as to our progress and when the time comes we 
hope that everyone will participate in this process. 

This is the first time our Congregation has ever been in- 
volved in a formal Long Range Planning project and we are 
very excited to think about the many ways it will benefit the 
Congregation. 

For those wanting to know more or share their ideas, 
please contact Bruce Katz, 929-8479. 8 


Forward Meets August 11 
With Potluck Bacchanalia 


The newsletter committee will be holding its monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, August 11 at 7:30 p.m. at the home 
of Larry Chandler, 375 Roosevelt Way in San Francisco. A 
potluck supper will precede the meeting and anyone who 
wishes to be part of the Forward staff is encouraged to at- 
tend. 

The July meeting was a resounding success. Committee 
business was actually discussed despite the abundance of 
food and wine brought by the members. 


Social Action Committee Meets 


The next meeting of the Social Action Committee is 
Wednesday, August 11, 7:30 p.m., at Bruce Katz’s house, 
2400 Pacific Ave. (apt 501), 929-8479. 


HOTEL 


PARADISO 


“A pretty posh place 
for pleasant, 
paltry-pursed people” 


y) ROLFING’ 


to open your body... 
fo open your self... 


Raoul 861-8686 


492 Grove (at Octavia) 
San Francisco 94102 


Shimon Attie, 
Certified Rolfer 
922-3478 


Ethiopian Jewry Workshop 
At L.A. Conference 


A special event workshop on the plight of the Ethiopian 
Jews was sponsored by our Social Action Committee at the 
Seventh International Conference of Lesbian and Gay Jews 
in Los Angeles over the Fourth of July weekend. The key- 
note speaker at the event was Professor Howard Lenhoff, 
President of the American Association for Ethiopian Jews. 
Professor Lenhoff showed slides and led a discussion on the 
issue. Bruce Katz spoke on what congregations and individ- 
uals could do to help. The event was well-attended and rep- 
resented by congregations from all over the country. | 


Jewish History Havurah 


An informal group meets at the home of Dave Rosen 
(Page & Clayton, San Francisco), on the first Saturday of 
every month from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A book is read 
before each meeting—historical, literary, contempora- 
ry—and then discussed. If you are interested, call 552-0118 
evenings and weekends. 


Social Program Committee 


The next meeting of the Social Program Committee will 
be held on Thursday, August 12 at 6:30 p.m. at 237 Cumber- 
land St., Apt. 8. 


Public Relations Committee 


The Public Relations Committee is planning a detailed 
media/advertising campaign that will lend itself to promot- 
ing and supporting the many Congregational events and 
programs. We would like interested members of Sha’ar Za- 
hav to contact Sharyn at 821-7846 for further information. 


TAPES - SALES - RENTALS - ACCESSORIES 


LARGE SELECTION VHS AND BETA 


a ee 
a ge eee 


OPEN MON-SAT 10-9, SUN 11-6 
1716 CLAY AT POLK - SAN FRANCISCO 
775-7577 


UAHC Charter 
To Be Presented 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav will formally receive its char- 
ter to the Union of American Hebrew Congregations at the 
Friday, September 3 Shabbat service. Presenting the charter 
will be Rabbi Morris Hershman, Regional Director for the 
UAHC. Rabbi Hershman will be joined in the presentation 
by officers of the Union Region. Sha’ar Zahav was admitted 
to the UAHC in December 1981 at the biennial convention. 

Mark your calendars now for this landmark event in the 
history of our Congregation. ® 
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CREATE CHANGE THRU ACTION. 
Wednesdays 7-9:30 PM, sliding scale 
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Anti-Gay Bias Forces 
NY Congregation From Fair 


Our sibling congregation in New York, Beth Simchat To- 
rah, had been scheduled to participate in a Jewish People- 
hood Fair on June 6. After the application was filed, the con- 
gregation was asked to sign a statement agreeing to remove 
mentioning in their banner that they are a gay and lesbian 
synagogue. 

Other participants in the fair threatened to withdraw if 
CBST participated. The congregation thereupon decided it 
would best serve their interests if they withdrew their appli- 
cation for space at the fair. 

The Board of Trustees, in a letter to the West Side Jewish 
Community Council, the sponsor of the fair, said that 
though participation could not be denied them if they wish- 
ed to participate, they were withdrawing so as not to be- 
come scapegoats for the political troubles of the Council. 
The withdrawal was for this year’s fair only, the letter to the 


WSJCC said. et 


Jewish Community Center 


August Activities 
2 NEW, $60,000 Fitness Center, featuring Nautilus/Uni- 


versal equipment and four weight-training exercise 

rooms has officially opened at the JCC. Special 
weight-training classes, equipment orientation and individ- 
ual conditioning programs are also being provided to help 
members of the JCC learn the best use of the equipment 
while developing their own exercise programs. For more in- 
formation or a tour of the new Fitness Center, phone Julie 
Bauer at 346-6040, ext. 445. 

®@ 

A lecture on demographic and political changes in Israel's 
West Bank and its effect on policy decisions will be given 
Tuesday, August 3 at 7:30 p.m. Benjamin Miller, a former 
Israeli delegate to the U.N. will provide background on the 
present Israeli-Palestinian conflict. A question and answer 
period will follow the lecture. $3 ($2 JCC members). 346- 
6040. 

@ 

Skilled teenagers are available for work this summer 
through the JCC Teens in Employment program. Office 
work, sales, restaurant work, painting, delivery, house 
cleaning, gardening and babysitting are among the jobs that 
can be filled by the specially trained and selected young men 
and women who are registered with the program. Prospec- 
tive employers may call Debra Barish at 346-6040. 

® 

A children’s show will be performed by the San Francisco 
Moving Company on Sunday, August 8 at 3 p.m. at the 
JCC. Well-known for its dynamic and comedic style, the 
Moving Company offers entertainment for people of all 
ages. Tickets are $2. 346-6040 for more information. i 


Gift Opportunities Still Abound 


Why not make a contribution to the Congregation as a 
way of remembering a loved one, or saying “Happy Birth- 
day,” “Happy Anniversary” or “Happy Whatever Day’? 
You don’t even need an occasion to give to Sha’ar Zahav. 
And, if you wish, your contribution can be mentioned in the 
Forward. 

Whatever occasion you have in mind, contact Ernie 
Weinstein at 566-1985 for details. And remember that our 
beautifully designed gift card is available in two versions— 
with or without the lambda in our logo. a 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


FOR SALE: Sofa & loveseat, new, camel colored velvet, paid $1,200, will 
sell for $500. Sofabed, special firm, new mattress, paid $700, sell for $350. 
Golden oak end or lamp table, A-1 condition, paid $400, will sell for $200— 
good buy. 2 Baccarat ashtrays, over $300 each at Gumps, will sell for $125 
each. 1930s or ‘40s wooden kitchen table w/4 matching chairs. Excellent 
condition. Asking $125. Other assorted items, including $2,000 pine ar- 
moire from Gumps selling for $1,000. All prices firm. All items in Santa 
Rosa. Drive up and enjoy a cup of coffee. Jack Mann, 707-538-1054 or 
707-538-7171. 


FOR SALE: Large Chesterfield armchair in suede. Good condition. $850 
new, sell for $450 firm. 239-1468. 


Classified Ads are $1.00 for up to 20 words, additional 
words at 5¢ each. The Forward reserves the right to reject 
any ad for reasons of taste. Call Larry Chandler at 621-6764 
to place your classified ad. Please note, this column is for the 
use of members only. 


HAVE I GOT A MAN FOR YOU! 
Gay Male Intros 
Discreet — Relationship Oriented 
(20-65) 
San Francisco: (415) 775-9169 
Los Angeles: (213) 654-3063 
Visa/MC 
DAVID THE MATCHMATER 


“Shadchun to the Stars’’ 
Est. 1974 


WHAT’S A SMART PERSON 
LIKE YOU DOING INA 


CRAZY ECONOMY LIKE THIS? 


Looking for help, probably. 


And that’s why you should look into something new like John 
Hancock’s Variable Life Insurartce. Because it could do more for 
you than the plan you now have. On one hand, it guarantees the 
face amount of your plan like any life policy. But on the other 
hand, it puts your money to work in investments giving you the 
opportunity to increase the value and help keep up with inflation. 
Call Marilyn Miller, 861-0880, or see me after services, 
for more information. 

It could turn out to be one of the smartest things you'll do in 
this crazy economy. 


If you’re moving, 
please allow 
six weeks for 

processing time. 
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Attach current address label here. 


Name Sha’ar Zahav 
PO Box 5640 
S.F. CA 94101 


Happy Birthday! 


1 Barry Benenson 17. Burt Cutler 
2 Joel Roman 19 Paul Cohen 
3 Lucia August 20 Chana Levy 
3. Todd Von Daniken 21 ‘Barbara Barrett © 
7 Marc Eichenholtz 21 Steve Berman 4 
7 John Golebowski 21 Michael Hart 
7 Ira Kulkin 22 Bob Schoen 
7 Dena Petersen 23. Mike Lipson 
8 SheilaR. 25. Larry Happ 
9 Allan Gold 30 Robyn Meltzer 
12 David Glassberg 30 Marilyn Miller 
13. Steven Fritsch Rudser 30 Shelley Spiro 
15 Shamir Ophel 30 Sean Reynolds 
Yahrzeits 


14 Rebeca August, grandmother of Lucia August 
15 Marvin-Mauss, father of Ken Mauss 

16 Binyamina S., sister of Debbie S. 

21 Harry Benenson, father of Barry Benenson 

21 Jacob Segal, father of Carol Segal 

21 Ann Cohn, mother of Herb Cohn 

23. Frances Glassberg, aunt of David Glassberg 


Mark Feldman To Speak 
At G-40 Plus Club 


The G-40 Plus Club, a social organization for gays over 
40 has meetings on the first and third Sundays of each - 
month at 2 p.m. On Sunday, August 15, the guest speaker 
will be from New College of California, our own Mark Feld- 
man, who will talk about returning to school. Learning is ; 
not restricted to youth! Find out about options, financial aid 
and what are your own possibilities for growth and 
velopment. For further information, call the G-40 Plus Cl 
at 552-1997. 


Artist Needed 


The Forward is still looking for someone to do some de- 
sign, layout and paste-up work for the newsletter. If you 
have the skills and would like to see the Forward turn out an 
even better paper each month, call Larry Chandler, 621- 
6764, or better yet, come to the orgy of food and wine on 
Wednesday, August 11. 


Gay Olympics Housing 


The Gay Olympic Games is still in need of housing for the 
athletes who will be in San Francisco at the end of August. If 
you are able to provide a room or area where the athletes 
can stay, please call 861-8282 or 861-0882. 
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